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So, Spring has arrived and everywhere
it is looking greener and more
colourful especially with the blossoms
out. The signs of Spring are many and
varied and they lift our spirits as the
gloomy winter days recede. Mind you,
its still not very warm yet!
When you receive this, we shall have a
new Government—well maybe if there
has been an outright winner! The
election process has been going on for
months now—it will be good to get
back to normality! For District Council
we shall have a new Councillor for
Astwell ward.
Our new Parish Council will be
established later in May, and details
published in the next edition, once
they have all been formally signed in.
In the February edition, we asked for
expressions of interest in Superfast
Broadband
for
the
village.
Unfortunately there was a very low
response (25) which means we are
nowhere near reaching the target 100
households.
The May Day Fete has come and gone
and the village has once more come
together to support the school and
ensure that it can continue to provide
a good education for the children. The
traditional
Maypole
Dance
is
remembered from many decades ago
in the photograph above.
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moved to live in a care home in
Warwickshire near my younger
brother.

What’s in a Name
Change?
I have changed my
name by Deed Poll from
Mrs Veronica Anne
TALLIS to Mrs Veronica Anne
GOODWIN ROBINSON. Although it
may take some time to complete this
process by officially informing the
various authorities and organisations!
Some may say “I couldn’t care two
hoots”. But the curious may ponder
“That’s a bit long-winded—Why?”. So
here is the full story.

Shortly after Mum died in 1999, Dad
gave me an envelope containing
photographs of my natural father,
some papers and his last diary of 1944.
The diary was fascinating and revealed
personal and professional details
about my father not known before.
During his last few months his
squadron was based on the island of
Sardinia
from
where
various
manoeuvres took place over north
Africa and the Adriatic. In September
1944 the squadron was disbanded and
many airmen were sent home. My
father wrote of his yearning to return
to the UK to his young wife and baby
daughter. Alas, it was not to be as he
was required to remain in service. I
visited Sardinia in 2014 to mark the
70th anniversary of his death.

First, this is no disrespect to my late
husband, Digby Tallis, whose name I
gladly shared for over 30 years. No,
the name change is a tribute to my
natural father, Ivor Goodwin.
Sadly, I never knew my natural father,
who was a Flight Sergeant and
Navigator with the RAF during the
latter part of WW2. Tragically he died
in action, aged 23 when I, his only
child, was a baby.

Apparently he gave much thought to
choosing my names. Taking six letters
from his name and adding six from my
mother’s name he came up with
Veronica Anne. Both young parents
decided it flowed well with their
surname. On learning this, I vowed
that one day I would again include the
name of Goodwin into my surname.

My father had one brother (who had
no children) and five sisters. Whilst
there are several cousins, I am the only
one of the next generation to be born
with the name Goodwin and therefore
the last in quite a large family to bear
that name, which I retained until my
first marriage in April 1965.

“Yes, but where does ROBINSON come
in?”, you ask.

My mother remarried when I was 3 so
the man who brought me up and I call
“Dad” is, in fact, my step-father,
Dennis Wheatley. Mum and Dad had
two sons who are my half brothers.
We are very fortunate to still have
Dad, who is now 93, and recently

I am extremely fortunate to be
engaged to John Robinson, a much
loved, kind and considerate man.
Rather than go through the formalities
of the name change procedure twice,
John and I decided I should adopt his
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surname and add it to my family name
straight away. So from now on my
official surname is Mrs Goodwin
Robinson and I will continue with this
name when we eventually marry.
I agree it is a “bit of a mouthful” so it’s
ok to refer to me as “Mrs GR,” or” Mrs
Robinson” or simply, as you have
always known me: “Veronica” or
“Ronee”.
Thanks for reading!

Women’s Institute
The WI has hosted some
very interesting and
engaging speakers in the
past couple of months.
In March our speaker was Alistair
Borland MBE who gave us an insight
into the invaluable work undertaken by
the charity SERV OBN (Blood Bikes)
covering the counties of Oxfordshire,
Buckinghamshire,
Berkshire
and
Northamptonshire. They provide a
rapid medical transport service getting
life saving medicines, and blood etc. to
hospitals and incidents at all times of
the day and night.
The volunteers come from varied walks
of life - from salesmen to bishops.
Alistair arrived on his superfast
motorbike and let a couple of our
members sit astride it with all lights
blazing
–
fantastic!
http://
www.serv.org.uk/site/serv-obn
In April our speaker was Narissa
Watkins from Garyeannna Alpacas in
Cosgrove, near Milton Keynes. Narissa
gave an enlightening presentation on
the life, and personalities, of the
alpacas in their 50 plus herd. Many 4

have enjoyed success at shows and
been commended for their excellent
general health and wool quality.
Narissa brought along wool samples to
show us, together with some beautiful
products that have been made from
the wool, including scarves and
blankets, in a range of lovely colours http://www.garyeannnaalpacas.co.uk/
Our Next Meetings:Wednesday 10 June – a talk and
demonstration on belly dancing by
Mirjana Rasovic, with the opportunity
to have a go!
Wednesday 8 July – Silks for Sunday, a
talk and display of painting on silk by
Yvonne Bell.
Please come along and join us. The £2
visitor fee includes tea/coffee and a
biscuit, plus entry into the raffle.
For more information on Syresham WI
please contact either Judith Shaw on
850613 or Maggie Newton on 850324.
Maggie Newton

Robin Digby’s Final Report
The New Year has started well for the
Council with the Inspector’s approval
of the Local Joint Core Strategy and its
adoption by the Council. This strategic
planning document, which took nine
years in the making is already proving
of great benefit to the Council,
particularly at appeals where planning
application to build housing estates
outside the village confines at both
Harpole and Paulerspury were turned
down as it was accepted that the Local
Joint Plan policies and the fact that
South Northamptonshire was able to
prove it had a five year housing supply

in place.
The Council is currently
reviewing and bringing
forward
new
Conservation
Areas
within
the
District.
Syresham is not on a current list to be
considered but it may be something
that you would like to have considered
in the future. Conservation Areas
recognise areas that are worthy of
preservation and offer protection from
unsympathetic development. This can
not only embrace buildings but
streets, trees and open areas that
have a historic contribution to the
growth of a village.
The approach into Brackley from the
north is now showing the opening up
of the old Saw Mills site for housing
development. A new roundabout will
be constructed that will form an
entrance not only to the Saw Mills and
the Sainsbury’s sites but will also be
the start of a road linking into the
Radstone Fields development. Work
will begin on this roundabout soon.
Councillor Robin Digby – Astwell Ward

his last report at our April meeting and
as councillors we decided to present a
small gift to mark our appreciation of
his sterling work. He will still be in the
village from time to time and
interested in all that goes on. Thank
you Robin from everyone who has
benefitted from your advice over the
past 16 years.
Dot Dunkley

Gardening Club
In February we had a fun gardening
quiz led by John Braybrook which
certainly had the brains ticking over
finding something to do with
gardening
associated
with
his
questions. For March we welcomed a
talk on sweet pea growing and our
April meeting was entitled ‘grow your
own drink’.
Beforehand we had
expected homemade wines, which of
course our speaker brought along for
us to try, but she concluded her talk by
saying we were all going to drink
coffee. The coffee was very tasty but
the recipe used ground dandelion
roots – of course caffeine free.

Parish Council thanks Robin
Digby
Robin has been our District Councillor
for the past 16 years and we have
appreciated all he has done for the
village. He has supported us on every
occasion and all could go to him with
problems. As a Parish Council we have
greatly appreciated his advice and
support over the past years and during
the past 18 months he has advised us
on many planning matters. He gave

The May meeting will be our AGM
followed by a film and we look forward
to seeing you all.
Dot
5

Queens (Amelie and Alisha Robinson)
were crowned by last year’s May
Queen, Grace Wyness. Glen Bell and
Ben Clarke were the Jesters and
Sonny Otunnu the Hobbyhorse. I’m
not too sure of their significance but
they all looked great! The fete was
then opened by Mrs Haddy and the
fun began.

Syresham St James Church of
England School
For the past few weeks the Friends
have been busy preparing for the
annual May Day fete: planning fun
stalls, organising supplies for the
barbecue, bar and tearooms and
collecting donations, both from
parents at the school and from
residents of the village. Thank you so
much to those of you from Syresham,
Crowfield and Pimlico who were so
generous with your donations for the
bottle tombola. This is always a firm
favourite with fete-goers!

A new attraction this year was The
Sasparillas, a fabulous 1940s close
harmony trio, one of whom is a mum
at the school. Their singing really
added something to the atmosphere
and it was a lovely day all round, with
lots of people, old and young,
attending. The coconut shy and bottle
tombola were extremely popular,
indeed all the stalls were wellattended. I hope everyone who came
enjoyed themselves thoroughly.

What a great day it was for this year’s
Fete! We awoke to sunshine and a
good forecast, so the wet weather
plan was put to one side and it was all
stations go to decorate the school
with bunting. Many parents gave up
their morning to put everything
together – so Thank You to all of you
who helped. I had never realized
before just how much effort went in
to this event, so I’d also like to
say a huge thank you to
Catherine Clarke for all the hard
work she put in to organise this
event for the previous 3 years.
The Reception and Year 6
children (and everyone else who
wanted to join in) walked up
from the church, wearing white
and carrying flowers, and the
May King (Max Evans) and May

We raised just over £2000 and this
money will be going towards buying
new outdoor furniture for the area at
the back of the school, as it’s great for
the children to be able to take their
learning outdoors during the summer
months.
In other news, we held a very popular
film night at the school in March, with

May Queens and the May King
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popcorn and pizzas donated by
Dominos for the children to munch
whilst viewing. Also in March the
school had their Spring Concert, where
the children demonstrated their
singing and musical achievements, on
recorders, percussion, strings and
brass. They worked so hard and
performed beautifully! Maybe some of
you were able to join them for their
early afternoon performance on the
Monday and, if so, I hope you were as
impressed and entertained by their
efforts.
Finally, everyone at school has been
enjoying shedding their winter coats
and being able to enjoy breaks in the
playground in the warmth and
sunshine. I hope you when you’re out
and about in the village that you enjoy
hearing the sounds of happy children
having fun.
Dee King, Friends of Syresham School.

At Preschool the children have been
making good use of their outdoor play
area since the good weather began
and recently created a wonderful
display of their work on ‘ponds’. We
are pleased to have welcomed several
new children in recent weeks and
numbers are healthy. This term plans
are already being discussed for a
Forest School trip, an end of term
outing to Wade gym and sports day!
Places are still available in all sessions
except the Monday afternoons. 7

Parents or carers who are interested in
finding out more about the Preschool
are welcome to visit anytime and can
make an appointment by emailing us
at syreshampreschool@live.co.uk or
calling the Preschool mobile on 07849
753700. Leave a message and a
member of staff will call you back as
soon as possible. There is also lots of
information available on our website
www.syreshampreschool.co.uk
We are just in the final stages of
appointing a new Deputy Preschool
Leader, who will start work in July. We
are also lucky to have had two
volunteers start helping out during
some of our sessions.
Many thanks again to everyone who
came along and supported the Spring
bonnet parade and singing at the
Village Hall Coffee Shop on 26th
March. The raffle, cake stall and guess
the number of eggs in the jar (won by
Judith Shaw) were all a great success
and the money raised has been put
towards the purchase of a new
Samsung tablet for the Preschool staff
to use and a piece of software called
‘Tapestry’, which is an online learning
journal
to
record
photos,
observations and comments about
the children’s development in line
with the Early Years Foundation
Stage. Parents can access the journal
online and find out more about what
their children have been doing and
learning about at Preschool, as well
as contributing to the journal by
adding their own comments.
Clare Powell, Chair of Syresham
Preschool Management Committee

Marathon Runner Appeal
In the last edition, Megan Knowelden
announced that she was running in the
London Marathon in memory of her
father, who sadly died after illness.
Sadly illness prevented Megan from
taking part this time. She will run in
2016 instead, and donations made will
be held till then. We wish her a speedy
recovery
Editor

Friendship Club
Our Annual General Meeting took
place after a fish and chip lunch with
the Committee again being re-elected.
Speakers are varied and we started off
our year with Bruce Smith giving a talk
on childhood memories – Bruce is an
excellent speaker but the subject
proved quite tear jerking at times. This
was followed by a talk on family history
by John Webb from Adderbury, not
your usual long lines of names, he
showed his with old photographs and
felt he could look back at his ancestors
– quite an unusual idea. This coming
week we look forward to having a trip
around Syresham with Alan Clube –
shall we recognise where we are who
knows? If you would like to join us you
will be made very welcome.

when Jesus reached out a helping
hand to people with problems and
whilst we can give a helping hand to
others we can rest assured that Christ
is ready to give a helping hand to us
During the past months it was
wonderful to share Mothers day with
friends from the Parish Church. The
Rev Carole Peters led the service in
Chapel and again Carole spoke very
movingly on Good Friday morning
when the walk of witness ended in
Chapel. It is so good to see our
community joining together.
Secret Keepers and Youth Club still run
alternate weeks and for more
information about both Clubs contact
either Alice or Cathy.
Again thank you to Christine and
George for all the hard work they put
into their sales. I’m sure everyone
likes browsing on a Saturday morning
and having a coffee.
Dot Dunkley

The Astwell Benefice—
From the Rectory
Have you seen St James all
lit up?

Our church now has flood
lighting and we hope to
illuminate it at Christmas
Dot Dunkley
and Easter as well as for other
celebrations. If you have a special
Syresham Chapel
event or anniversary and would like
When we hear of so many
the church illuminated then do get in
people
around
our
touch. Our grateful thanks to the late
community with problems
Keith Mclean, the floodlighting is in his
a helping hand can often be
memory. Keith we will all miss you but
what is required. In the
thank you for literally lighting up our
Gospels there are many accounts of 8 lives!

On May 9th we have a Benefice Barn
Dance in the Weston Barns at Weston.
This is a new event, which we are
hoping to hold every year to celebrate
the festival of Rogation. It is a time to
bless the crops and hopefully heralds
the onset of a summer of warm
weather!

treat. Our traditional homemade teas
will be served from 2p.m. Do come
along to join in the fun and support
the Church.
Our services continue with both
communion and lay-led services every
month.
At Messy Church on Sunday June 7th
we will be making our own tableau for
the Scarecrow Festival in June.

We begin at 6.30p.m. and children are
more than welcome, so look out for
the posters about tickets.

Then on Sunday July 5th we have
“Pets at Messy Church” – where we
welcome all our pets for a special
blessing. Horses, dogs, cats rabbits,
hamsters, in fact all of our pets are
welcome so bring them along!

th

The following day, May 10 is Rogation
Sunday when we have our service of
dedication and blessing for all those
involved in Agriculture, Farming,
Animal Husbandry, Equestrian Pursuits,
and for those who simply have a deep
love of the countryside. We will also
be blessing a whole host of tractors
ploughs and rotovators, so bring yours
along to our service that starts at
11a.m. There will also be a Pig Roast
lunch in Weston Barns.

On Thursday May 14th there is special
Communion for Ascension Day at
9.30a.m. and on Sunday July 26th we
will be celebrating our Saints Day
with a special service and bring and
share lunch – come and help us
celebrate!

Eastertide officially ends on the day of
Pentecost - Whit Sunday (May 24th) when the Holy Spirit entered the
disciples and they left Jerusalem to
found the very first Christian Churches.
We celebrate this momentous day with
a Family Whit Picnic in the Millennium
Field, Lois Weedon. Bring picnics,
tables chairs and blankets and we’ll
provide the games and entertainment.
It runs from 1p.m. throughout the
afternoon.
Our Summer Fete at the Priory is on
Saturday June 14th. As well as our
usual entertainment, we are adding
some new stalls and activities. We will
be open earlier from noon when we
will be firing up the BBQ as a lunchtime

Do check out the notice boards in
church and our list of services.
Our church is also always open during
the day for quiet prayer and should
you need to talk to someone please
feel free to contact me.
But whether it is simply to have a chat
or to arrange at Baptism, Wedding, or
on a sadder note to talk to me about a
Funeral or a burial of ashes – I am
always available. Please call or email
me anytime, or you can usually catch
up with me in person outside of
services, at the School first thing on a
Thursday morning or later in the
morning at Coffee in the Village Hall.
9

Finally, as you may have heard, this
year there is another date that is going
to be special for me. On September
12th I am getting married at St James
the Great, thank you all for your good
wishes, and prayers.
Reverend Carole xxx
01327 860798 carolepeters@aol.com

History Society
Reported in this edition is
the sad news of the recent
death of our founder
Chairman, Keith McLean.
Keith took on the leadership of the
Society and devoted much time and
energy
to
its
development,
commissioning all of the speakers we
have had since inception back in 2003.
In 2014 he stood down as Chairman,
as his health deteriorated.
His enthusiasm for history and for our
Society knew no bounds, and he spent
many hours visiting other local
Societies in pursuit of suitable
subjects and good presenters.
He was more than our Chairman. He
was for many years the Society
personified. His many contributions to
this and other society around are well
recognised. Keith will be greatly
missed. Our thoughts are with Sylvia
and the family at this time.
The Society’s programme continues
and we look forward to the annual
four Churches visit with John
Braybrook on 23rd May. In June we
have a talk on the Mitford Sisters, and
will learn about Farnborough Hall
estate for July’s meeting. Do join us.
John Nash, Chairman

NCC Report, Councillor Ian
Morris, Silverstone Ward
In presenting his report on the work of
NCC in our ward, at the Annual Parish
Meeting, Councillor Morris referred to
a wide range of activities.
The Council launched in February 2015
a
programme
for
educational
excellence, entitled “Race to the Top”.
The objective is to make the county
one of the highest performing in the
country by 2020. The programme
includes collaborative work with the
DfE, and seeks to support schools in
need of improvement. There will be
opportunity to bid for money from a
£1million pot to fund projects designed
to improve young people’s aspirations.
Through the provision of 16 new
schools required across the county,
quality educational attainment is the
key objective.
Joint
working
together
with
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire
Councils is set to forge closer links
between the three authorities working
in partnership with Local Enterprise
Partnerships, and focussing on
innovation, science and technology.
A complex infrastructure investment
plan is in the making. County transport
links will see improvements and the
Council
is
embarking
on
a
rationalisation of its premises through
an ‘Invest to Save’ project.
The
Councillors’
Empowerment
Scheme remains popular, and is a
source of funding for community
projects.
Councillor Ian Morris,
10 imorris@northants.gov.uk

Parish Council News
As Parish Councillors
come to the end of their
four year term of office
we are very sad to lose
two very loyal Councillors
- Janet Cox who has been a Councillor
for over thirty years and John Nash who
has served for a much shorter time, but
who has worked extremely hard during
his term of office. We thank them both
for the great work they have done for
the village and for the community. The
seven other Councillors have agreed to
remain in office.
During the past three months
Councillors have attended and spoken
at the planning meetings for the 26
new houses and a new village hall on
the land in the High Street adjacent to
the present hall. Outline planning
permission was granted, subject to the
signing of the Section 106 agreement
which is a document designed to
mitigate
the
impact
of
this
development on our community.
The Council organised the annual
Village Litter-pick and would like to
thank all those who helped at this
event which included clearing the roads
and ditches on the outskirts of the
village and also the Pocket Park. A huge
pile of rubbish was amassed, including
a doorframe, a toilet and a television!
In addition to this we would like to
thank the children of the school who
during their Values Week also collected
litter, planted up the flower boxes at
the entrances to the village and tidied
up the two village flowerbeds.

The Parish Council has again entered
the village in the Northamptonshire
Village of the Year competition. Last
year we were awarded second place in
the medium sized village section, so
we are hoping that 2015 might herald
our return to the winner’s podium!
The judging will take place at the
Coffee Shop on Thursday May 21st –
everyone is invited come along and
support us.
A new village website is in the process
of construction by the Parish Council.
It is hoped that this will go live near
the end of June.
As we now approach our new term of
office we welcome two new Parish
Councillors, Brian Lynch and Peter
Town. We look forward to working
with them and hope that they will
enjoy working with us to serve the
village and the community.
Christina Munsey

Treasure Island – The Panto!
This year’s production by
our own Take Your S.E.A.T.
team was a blast. It was a
unique interpretation of
Robert Louis Stevenson’s
Treasure Island – providing a fun-filled
show of mutiny, money and mayhem!
An all-star cast of local celebrities
played to a packed house at Syresham
Village Hall each night from
Wednesday to Saturday, plus a
Saturday matinée.
A very dramatic start took the
audience straight into the comedy, so
11 we knew what to expect right from the

beginning. This year’s pantomime
dame was Roger the cabin boy and was
expertly played by Mike ‘the show
must go on’ Maund. Or was it a onearmed Cilla Black?
With other notable contributions from
the likes of Kath Ayre, Ollie Barton, Liz
Mountain, Brad Jones, Gordon
Chalcraft, Nadia Power and Elliott
Jones, this year’s panto was made up
of a host of hilarious characters
supported by a very enthusiastic
chorus. This show was also paying
homage to Peter Pan, Pirates Of The
Caribbean, Aladdin, Bertie &
Wooster and Oliver! As they say,
you couldn’t make it up; except
that Messrs Watts, Maund and
Barton clearly had!
Throughout the evening there
were some great performances
from Take Your S.E.A.T. veterans
as well as some new young
blood. There were two excellent
cameo appearances from a very
elegant and dry Bruce Smith as Jeeves,
and from Rob Dixon as a drunk Billy
Bones (or was it a drunk Rob Dixon as
Billy Bones?). A shame we didn’t get to
see more of these two brilliant
characters
Once again, one of the highlights of the
performance had to be the insertion
somehow of a well-known comedy
scene into the plot. This year it was the
1969 ‘Dead Parrot Sketch’ from Monty
Python’s Flying Circus, expertly and
hilariously delivered by Peter Town and
Mike Maund. Remarkable bird, the
Norwegian Blue!

2015 production were spectacular,
especially in the dockside scene. With
help
from
Nicola
Blackwell,
choreographer, Steph Mitchell did an
excellent job with a chorus of
youngsters to arrange some great set
pieces. The scenes with the Oom-PahPah song and Copa Cabana were
thoroughly uplifting and definitely two
of the most memorable.
Chris Barton’s fantastic sets were
ingeniously designed and looked very
professional. Julie Andrew was
responsible for make-up and her

efforts made sure everyone really
looked the part, not least Ollie
Barton’s Jack Sparrow. In fact with his
make-up, and mannerisms and other
aspects of his delivery, it was like
having Jonny Depp himself treading
our boards in Syresham.
Director Keith Watts had said that
after what he, Mike Maund and Chris
Barton had done to Robert Louis
Stevenson’s original story the author
would have turned in his grave. That’s
as maybe, but if he’d still been alive
and bought a ticket he would have had
a very entertaining night out!
Antoinette Hornby

The song and dance routines in the
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Bruce “Deggy” Coates, 16th
March 1941 to 4th April 2015

Keith McLean
1933 to 2015

It is with sadness that we record the
passing of Bruce Coates, aged 74,
after a period of illness. Bruce and
Pat were married for 52 years and
have a son Mark and daughter
Nadine, together with daughter in law
Toy and grandson Danny – they all
miss him very much.
His family meant a great deal to
Bruce, and he had a multitude of
friends who respected him greatly.
For Pat, he truly was her ‘other half’,
as they had the knack of making
decisions together, barely without
articulating their thoughts.
The Coates family has been in
Syresham for many years, and Bruce
together with his brother Brian,
worked in the building trade,
developing their skills across different
properties here in the village and
elsewhere.
“Someone said “The laughter is what
people remember”, and that’s as true
about Bruce as anyone else, there
was always a twinkle in his eye. “I
only had to look at him,” a friend said,
“and I’d want to burst out laughing.”
Bruce loved life and he filled up every
minute of it. He was always positive,
and was described as “a terribly nice
guy, without a malicious bone in his
body”. He was a social animal too: he
loved parties, he loved dancing. He
also loved practical jokes – joking was
in his blood.”
Bruce was addicted to speed, and
unofficially raced around the track at

We are sorry to announce the sad
news that Keith McLean passed away
on April 24, with his family at his side.
As many of you will be aware, Keith
had increasingly been suffering from
illness for the past year.
Many people in Syresham and the
surrounding
area
will
know Keith
from
his
untiring work
for
the
church and
several local
history
societies. Keith’s family are grateful
to so many of his friends for your
good wishes and support.
A service of celebration and
thanksgiving will be held at St James
Church, Syresham at 2.30 p.m. on 29
May 2015, to remember an active life
spanning 81 years, with 60 years in
business and 40 years’ involvement
within the community and in the local
area.
In accordance with Keith’s wishes,
anyone who wishes to attend is asked
not to wear black.
Family flowers only to Banbury
Crematorium. Donations if desired to
Katherine House Hospice, East End,
Adderbury OX17 3NL
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Bees’ News

Silverstone. He
knew how to
have fun, and
was
happiest
when
digging
holes, sometimes
with unexpected
results!
His
interests also lay
in collecting scrap
that he felt he
could do things with, and he would do
his very best to fabricate or mend
something.
His work at Silverstone Circuit
encouraged a deep interest in F1
racing, and he helped to get the BRDC
premises up and running back in the
1960s. You only have to look at the
properties he and Brian built to
recognise the skills it took to create
such immaculately constructed homes.
He became a collector of all manner of
things with a keen interest in music,
although a reluctant performer in
public.
Bruce maintained his sense of humour
to the end, teasing the nursing staff and
even the family dog. He has been
described as a truly active guy and
someone with a great zest for life.
Bruce now lies buried in the Chapel
grounds, close to his mother Sylvia.
The family thank those who have
expressed their condolences at this
time. With grateful thanks to Bruce
Smith, who gave the eulogy at the
funeral on 17thApril 2015.
Editor.

I have recently taken the
mouse guards from all the
hives, and checked inside
to see how the bees are
after the winter. It seems
that I have lost two colonies in recent
months. I have now added a super
honey box to my hives and am hoping
to set up a hive-crane this year, to
make lifting and moving easier for me.
Already other keepers or prospective
keepers have been asking for swarms
to start their production off. One
request has come from Kettering and
the other two are from Northampton.
I have presented a few talks on bees
recently, and there are more still to be
done. I am hoping we will have a good
summer with plenty of good honey.
If you would like to come and see my
hives or to purchase some honey,
candles, lotion bars or polish, please
do contact me – 07974-015139.
Darren Jeacock

Acre Oil Scheme
The local oil purchase
scheme, established in
October 2011 has saved
members a total of
£53,000 against average prices quoted
on any particular day.
Over 30
residents in the village subscribe. If
you use LPG or oil for your heating,
and are not in the scheme, why not
look up
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http://northantsacre.org.uk/latestprices/ . Or call 01604-765888 or your
local co-ordinator, Ian Draper on
01280-850388.

Crossword —thanks to Vintage Port

1

2

3

4

8

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

24

23

25

ACROSS
1 Costumiers (7)
5 Meadow (5)
8 Cultivates (5)
9 Rural community (7)
10 Fifths in Series! (8)
11 Entry in an account (4)
13 Slender and elegant (6)
15 Think about(6)
18 Pig flesh (4)
19 Bangers (informal) (8)
22 A large northern constellation (7)
23 Intended (5)
24 Unreliable (5)
25 Carbuncle in a landscape (7)

DOWN
1 Tiger’s mate (7)
2 Symbol on a VDU Screen (5)
3 Out of date (8)
4 Learned person (7)
5 People in general (4)
6 Lofty (idea) (7)
7 A cherished aspiration (5)
12 Clear soup (8)
14 Very irate (7)
16 Badge or favour (7)
17 Pester (6)
18 Decorated with a thin cord (5)
20 Seabird ordure (5)
21 Catch sight of (4)

ANSWERS—ACROSS 1 Tailors; 5 Field; 8 Grows; 9 Village; 10 Epsilons; 11 Item; 13 Svelte; 15 Ponder; 18 Pork;
19 Sausages; 22 Pegasus; 23 Meant; 24 Dodgy; 25 Eyesore
DOWN—1 Tigress; 2 Icons; 3 Obsolete; 4 Savant; 5 Folk; 6 Exalted; 7 Dream; 12 Consommé; 14 Enraged; 16 Rosette;
17 Hassle; 18 Piped; 20 Guano; 21 Espy
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Events and Diary Dates
Happening Soon
May

Weekly Diary

Fortnightly Diary

Sundays:- Chapel Service
6.00 p.m.

The Friendship Club Alternate
Tuesdays, usually Village Hall 2.30 p.m.
not August

24th Pimlico Light Railway

Church Services—please check Wednesdays (1st & 3rd)

p.m.

the Astwell Benefice Diary

Secret Keepers, 7-11 yr. olds 7.00 p.m.
till 8.00 p.m. Term time only

Mondays:- Walking Group
10.00 a.m. meet at Shop

Fridays, Youth Club 11yrs + Sunday School rooms 7.30 p.m. Term Time
only

Card recycling group 7.00

Monthly Diary

p.m. contact Sue Palmer

June

Dancing Classes Village Hall— 2nd Sunday, Sunday School &
various 4.00 to 8.30 p.m.

Breakfast Church 9.30 a.m.

2nd Sunday—Sports Club Carvery

Oil Orders deadline—Monday
1st by 6.00 p.m.

Tuesdays:- Adult Ballet,
Hall, 11.00 a.m. to 12.00

lunch 12.00 noon till 2.00 p.m.

9th Sports Club Carvery 12.00

Pilates Village Hall, 12.00 noon to

1st Tuesday,

1.00 p.m.

History Society, Village Hall 7.30 p.m.

10th Friendship Soup Lunch—
Sunday School, 12.00 p.m.

Brownies, 5.45 to 7.00 p.m.

3rd Tuesday:- Gardening Club,

Sunday School Term time only

Village Hall, 7.30 p.m.

13th Friends of St James
Church Quiz, VH 7.30 p.m.

Craft, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Tuesday,

2nd Wednesday, W.I., Village Hall

Sunday School, 7.30 p.m.

7.30 p.m.

20th/21st, Scarecrow Festival

Circuit Training, Sports Club

2nd Wednesday , Library Van,

7.15 p.m.

Church End 12.00 noon

Village

Wednesdays:- Mums and Tots,
28th Pimlico Light Railway p.m. Village Hall 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon 3rd Wednesday Sports Club Cash
Bingo Night, 7.30 p.m.

Term Time only

July

Thursdays:- Village Hall
Coffee Shop, 10.30 a.m. to 12.30
p.m.

Last Wednesday, Parish Council
Meetings , Village Hall 7.30 p.m.

Oil Orders deadline—
Wednesday 1st —by 6.00 pm.

Bowls Club, Village Hall, 7.00

3rd Friday, Sports Club Quiz

p.m.

Nights

11th Church Summer Fete

Saturdays:- Boys’ Football,

2nd Saturday, Friends of the

Sports Club, 10.00 a.m.

Churchyard, 10.00 a.m.

26th Pimlico Light Railway
p.m.

Football or Cricket Matches 2nd Saturday—NCC Library Van
in season—Check Sports Club details
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visits 2.00 p.m., outside the School

Did You Know?
One of the fundamental services
wherever you may be in the world is
the supply of water. Its supply includes
not only drinking water but also
demands the pipes to carry it for
consumption and pipes for sewers to
carry away waste. Its provision has to
be paid for and in some countries the
costs are met by general taxation or
government borrowing. With water the
problems to be faced are multiple:
shortage, location and pollution. The
following simple statistics say it all: Across the globe, one person in
eight lacks safe drinking water and
four in ten lack adequate sanitation.
 There is a ‘water gap’ between
those who have it and those who
don’t. 12% of the population
consume 85% of the world’s water!
 69% of the world’s collected water
is used by agriculture, 23% by
industry and 8% by individual
people.
Each time we have a glass of water, boil
a kettle, use the loo or water the
garden, we should remember that each
of us in Syresham is one of the world’s
privileged.
Survival of the human race, even
amongst the privileged, is rapidly
requiring pressures to make our
politicians aware of the scale of the
world’s developing crisis. As population
numbers multiply, the demand for
intelligent economic planning for
proper costing to meet the needs of
long term water supply has become a
top priority.
Alan Clube
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Syresham
Scarecrow Festival and
Open Gardens 2015
Saturday June 20th and
Sunday June 21st
The theme for this year is
Funny Crows and Scary
Crows
—to make you
Laugh and Scream!

