
 

CLARIFICATION OF SYRESHAM PARISH COUNCIL SUPPORT FOR 

ACTIVE TRAVEL ROUTES 
 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL CONCERNING ATRs 

 

24th June 2020 

Item 5a - Resident’s request for cycle path from Crowfield. 

RESOLVED: That the Parish Council supports the initiative for a cyclepath/footpath from Crowfield to 
High Cross. The Clerk will prepare a petition for residents from Crowfield and the whole parish to 
sign. One copy will be sent to a resident in Crowfield for circulation, the other will be placed in the 
village shop. The Parish Council will contact Northants Highways and County Councillor for more 
information on where to apply for cyclepaths funding and investigate other sources of funding. 
N.B. Postponed due to Covid restrictions. 
 

29th July 2020 

Item 6a - Resident’s request for cycle path from Syresham to Brackley. 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk will write to surrounding Parish and Town Councils and invite them to join 
Syresham to form a committee to campaign for new cyclepaths joining villages with Brackley. 
 
Item 13 - Cycle/footpaths along B4525 to Banbury and Brackley-Towcester – Cllr Cranwell 

RESOLVED: That the Parish Council will contact Cllr Jason Smithers at Northants CC to discuss 
funding for new cyclepath projects in the Towcester/Brackley area. 
 
Item 8b - Crowfield/High Cross cyclepath and petition. 
Following conversations earlier in the meeting regarding cyclepaths. A petition or questionnaire will 
be put on hold for the time being until firm proposals can be put to residents. 
 
26th August 2020 
Item 20 - Cyclepaths and Active Travel Routes 
a) Discuss further the proposals put to the Parish Council at the meeting held on 29th July 2020. 
 Discussed under item 20d 
 
b) Update on actions from the previous Parish Council meeting. 

• Response from Helen Howard, NCC Highways community liaison, re engineer’s conclusion. 
‘NCC engineers have inspected the area and have found that the verge is too narrow at 
some points for a shared use path. Unfortunately, given that third party land would be 
required, the cost of the works is significantly in excess of the funding remaining for the HS2 
Road Safety Fund, so it is not something that they could progress through that fund.’ 

• Brackley Town Clerk arranging Parishes Together meeting, the agenda will include 
cyclepaths. N.B. Meetings no longer being called. 

• HS2 meeting being arranged. As discussed under item 6a, the Clerk will call Mr James to ask 
questions, instead of arranging a meeting. 

• Letter to parishes was on hold until clarification on which cyclepath scheme is being 
supported by the Parish Council. 

 
c) Decision on whether the Parish Council supports all three cyclepath and active travel schemes. 
        Discussed under item 20d. 
 
d) Decision on how the Parish Council would provide support for these schemes. 
 Syresham residents have set up a South Northants residents action group to campaign for an
 Active Travel Route between Towcester, Brackley and Banbury 



 RESOLVED: That the Parish Council will support the resident’s group in their campaign for an 
active travel route between Towcester, Brackley and Banbury by sending a letter of 
introduction to the proposal and the residents group to parishes and towns along the 
proposed route. 

 All in favour. 
 
30th September 2020 
Item 8e - Active Travel Route letters and Parishes Together meeting. Update 

Letters have been sent. N.B. Parishes Together Meetings no longer called by Brackley TC. 

 

Item 23 - Report from HS2 meeting regarding impact of works on Syresham Parish. 
 RESOLVED: That the Clerks report be noted. HS2 information will be included on the village website. 

Clerk will attend HS2 Funding forum hosted by Esme Cushing to find out more information about the 
Road Safety Fund and cyclepath provision. 
 

25th November 2020 

Item 10a - Invitation to next HS2 Liaison Group meeting 11am on Friday 11 December via 
Microsoft Teams 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk will attend on behalf of the Parish Council and ask if the council can apply 
for the HS2 CEF grant for cycle paths on behalf of Highways, and ask if it is possible to obtain a grant 
for carrying out a feasibility study for the High Cross-Crowfield cycle path. If Councillors have any 
further questions for the forum, please contact the Clerk ahead of the meeting. 
 

Item 10b - Email from member of SNATRA regarding HS2 Community and Environment Fund grant 
and parish cycle path proposals. 
As per the member’s comments in the public participation session. Question one, asked if the Parish 
Council can apply for the HS2 CEF fund for cycle paths, this has been answered under item 10a. 
Question two asked if the Parish Council could encourage other parishes to apply for the HS2 CEF 
fund, via Parishes Together. This forum has not been taking place this year. The Parish Council will 
find out if it is possible to apply for the grant for this purpose and then address this question at a 
later date. 
 
24th February 2021 
Item 12c - Letter from representative of SNATRA. 
RESOLVED: That the request for further support of the Crowfield-High Cross and Pimlico to Brackley 
Active Travel Routes is acknowledged. 
RESOLVED: That the Parish Council will support residents request for Crowfield - High Cross 
cyclepath. 
VOTE: 6 in favour. Carried. 
RESOLVED: That the Parish Council will also support SNATRA’s proposals for a Pimlico -Brackley 
Active Travel Route. 
VOTE: 6 in favour. Carried. 
 
31st March 2021 
Item 8f - Active Travel Route letter to Highways – Clerk 

RESOLVED: That the letter is approved and will go out to West Northants Highways, and include 
mention of the UK Community Renewal Fund. 
RESOLVED: The Clerk will look into whether the Parish Council is able to apply for the UK Community 
Renewal Fund itself. 
 

28th April 2021 
Item 12a - Email from SNATRA representative enquiring about funding and how to encourage 
authorities to cooperate. 



WNC Highways are responsible for delivering Active Travel Routes adjacent to the B4525 and 
Highways England for routes adjacent to the A43. The Parish Council cannot deliver such 
infrastructure projects or apply for funding. 
RESOLVED: That the Parish Council will invite newly elected West Northants Council Councillors from 
the Silverstone Ward to a meeting with the Parish Council and lobby for Active Travel Routes. 
 
19th May 2021 
Item 22c - Reply from Neil Holland, WNC Access Development Officer regarding Active Travel 
Routes. 
WNC are currently working with the DfT and their consultants to start to develop a Local Walking 
and Cycling Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP), in line with government guidance, for Brackley and the 
surrounding area, which will include wider links as part of building up a future business case for 
active travel along the A43 corridor. WNC hope to be able to share the first part of the LCWIP with 
parish and town councils in the coming months for comments. 
RESOLVED: That as agreed the PC will contact new WNC Councillors about this issue and will review 
the planned LCWIP when it becomes available. The Clerk will write to Neil Holland to thank him for 
his reply and ask for updates. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Parish Council have consistently been in support of the Crowfield-Highcross and Pimlico-
Brackley cyclepath proposals since June 2020. The Parish Council do not have the legal power or 
duty to fund/install cyclepaths in these locations and apply for grants for this purpose. However, the 
Parish Council are able to lobby Northamptonshire Highways and HS2 to consider proposals 
requested by residents of Crowfield for a Crowfield-Highcross cyclepath and by members of SNATRA 
who are lobbying for a stretch between Pimlico and Brackley, (as part of a more extensive plan). 
 
To date the Parish Council have offered support to SNATRA by sending letters of introduction to 
other local parishes/towns. And have made several enquiries as to whether it was possibly for the 
Parish Council to fund and apply for grants for cyclepaths and install them. The Parish Council have 
also had discussions with EKFB/HS2 and various officers at Northants Highways to lobby for 
cyclepaths for Syresham residents. 


