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Well what a year it has been! We have lived through two lock downs 

and a very difficult period at school for all concerned. I am not 

usually one to dwell on the negative, however the last 14 months has 

been one of the hardest in my teaching career. I cannot find enough 

praise for the staff who have worked alongside me. During the most 

anxious of times, they have always put the children and the school 

first, ensuring that they are providing the best care and learning for 

those in their care. As is our way, it was not only the children who we 

cared for but their families too and as the second lockdown 

unfolded, it was more necessary than ever to be there for our 

families; to help, support and guide them. It really was a big team 

effort and I am proud of how the school community worked together 

during this time.  

Since March 8th all children have returned to school and I am pleased 

to say have settled well and are learning! Our first priority was to 

ensure that all were happy, so we have spent time supporting 

children’s mental well-being, building resilience and stamina for the 

school day.  There are as expected some gaps in learning and the 

staff are busy working hard to help the children to make progress in 

these areas.   

We currently have 72 pupils on role with 24 children attending our 

ever-growing nursery. We are very proud of the environment that 

we have created for the younger members of our community and 

are proud that we are recognised within the local area for the high-

quality provision offered.  



Despite being a small school, we continue to have big ambitions. It 

was commented during a monitoring visit a few weeks ago that we 

are different, that we provide a unique learning opportunity for our 

children, particularly up to the age of 7. We ensure that our 

curriculum fits the needs of the children in our care and that we 

don’t shoe-horn children into a particular way of learning. I believe 

passionately that children learn best through a child centred 

approach that is purposeful and meaningful to every child. They 

learn best when they have hands on experiences that are relevant to 

their particular age and need. We successfully achieve this through 

our various approaches.   
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