
SYRESHAM STREETLIGHTING REPORT 

 

The Streetlighting upgrade project has been in progress for a few years since the Parish Council were 

informed that many of the bulbs for the current stock of lanterns in Syresham and Crowfield were no 

longer in production and that eventually spare parts for our streetlights would no longer be 

available. 

The Parish Council decided that now was a good time to invest in new lighting that would not only 

be more cost efficient and reliable but also more environmentally friendly – with the installation of 

LED lighting. 

It has been a time-consuming project and the Parish Council thank residents for their patience. 

Initially a great deal of time was spent researching the best options for the parish, not just looking at 

cost, but also design, light quality and energy efficiency. Eon was chosen as the contractor to carry 

out the installation based on the best price and the fact that the Parish Council have experience in 

dealing with this supplier as our current maintenance contractor and find them to provide a good 

and competent service. 

Since the initial designs and plans were made, there have also been discussions with Highways and 

Balfour Beatty and Western Power to obtain all the permissions needed. 

The next stage was then to source the financing for the project, which also took some time. The 

Parish Council had been setting aside reserves from the annual precept to cover half the costs of the 

project, but more funding was required. At first the council sought grant funding from HS2 and from 

South Northants Council, but unfortunately both applications were unsuccessful. Therefore, the 

decision was taken, not to delay any longer and apply for a Public Work Loan Board loan for the 

remainder of the required funds. 

In September 2020 the Parish Council took the decision to spend some of the reserved Parish 

Council funds to install a new light at the Junction of Main Road/High Street. This was an area 

highlighted by many residents in the Streetlighting Survey as an area which needed to be lit. As 

Highways were planning to (finally) resurface High Street/Abbey Road, the Parish Council wanted to 

make sure that any road works for the light would be completed before the resurfacing and so 

brought this part of the project forward. 

The application to the Secretary of State for permission to borrow, should only have taken 6 weeks, 

with the intention the work could have started in January, however, due to Covid and staffing 

problems at MHCLG the approval only came through this May. The loan application was also 

successful, and the Parish Council now have the funds to be able to complete the project. The 

installation works are planned to start in the next 2-3 weeks. 

For more information on the project plans and costs, please see the adjacent reports. If residents 

have any queries or concerns about the lights, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

S Hosking 

Parish Clerk 


