
ROADS & PAVEMENTS 

It was with great relief to residents that Northamptonshire Highways resurfaced the whole of High 

Street, Abbey Road, Malt Lane and Magdalen Close in 2020, after many years of reporting to 

Highways and contacting County and District Councillors about the poor condition of the roads. The 

Parish Council would like to thank Mark Morrell for the time he has spent visiting Syresham over the 

last couple of years, helping the Clerk identify faults for reporting and advising the Parish Council as 

well as his efforts to put pressure on the County Council to get the resurfacing completed. 

The condition of the pavements is now the main concern for the Parish Council this year. While, 

after many reports to NCC, some pavements have been attended to, including widening the 

pavement along Main Road from Abbey Road towards the Pocket Park and siding out the pavements 

between High Cross and Pimlico and a few patches of resurfacing around the village, many of the 

pavements remain in poor condition with many trip hazards and narrowing caused by vegetation 

encroachment, which means that residents who need to use wheelchairs, mobility scooters and 

prams have found navigating the pavements around Syresham very difficult. Earlier this year, 

Councillors carried out a survey of all the village pavements and the Council are in the process of 

preparing a detailed report of all the faults to send to the new West Northants Council and will ask 

the new ward councillors for assistance in pressing WNC for improvements. 

There has also been interest from residents and local action group, SNATRA during this past year in 

improving the connectivity of rural villages in this area with active travel routes, allowing residents 

to travel safely without the use of a vehicle. The Parish Council have written to other local parishes 

to introduce SNATRA and have been in contact with WNC to request a cycle path/footpath adjacent 

to the B4525 between Crowfield and High Cross – linking up all settlements in the parish. The parish 

council has also been attending HS2 liaison meetings and requesting WNC consider an active travel 

route between Syresham and Brackley that would allow Syresham Parish residents the opportunity 

to travel to Brackley without having to drive. WNC have confirmed that they are working with the 

DfT and their consultants to start to develop a Local Walking and Cycling Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP), 

in line with government guidance, for Brackley and the surrounding area, which will include wider 

links as part of building up a future business case for active travel along the A43 corridor. They hope 

to be able to share the first part of the LCWIP with parish and town councils in the coming months 

for comments. 
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