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The main issue that has taken our time has been how to manage to keep the Society afloat 

and working with no face-to-face meetings, and no income.  We had planned a full 

programme from 2019, through 2020 and into 2021, but it became very obvious quite quickly 

that things were not going to be normal, and we would not have face to face meetings for 

some time.  Whilst the near future is looking more positive, for much of 2020 we were unable 

to meet.   

We began the year with a film evening of Laurel & Hardy, and then an excellent talk on the 

18th C cartoonist James Gilray in February.  March saw Gordon Rogers come to discuss WW2 

espionage and secret toys for warfare, supported so very much by Churchill.   

Then we fell into a prolonged lockdown period when it was not possible to gather as usual in 

the village hall.  We were able to take advantage of the lifting of some of the restrictions and 

we held a distanced open meeting in the hall in September when we were entertained by 

Martin Heath of BBC Radio Northampton 

After that meeting the programme closed down and we have managed to transfer some 

subjects into 2021.   

The October 2020 AGM took place remotely by email, and the 2021 programme plan was 

accepted.  By the time we reached 2021, the country was still in restricted socialising mode 

and we cancelled the January meeting, and tried meetings via Zoom online. Although we were 

conscious that not every member has access to online facilities, we have managed three 

meetings, March, April and May with some 13 or so members tuning in, including some guest 

members. There has been no charge for these meetings although we have met speaker costs 

from bank reserves.  We anticipate being back to normal in July, if not before. 

Sadly  our ability to organise and participate in visits has been severely curtailed by the virus, 

and so we have not been able to make any visits. It is unclear when we can return to making 

group visits, and it seems likely that 2021 will see none.  We were unable to hold either a Quiz 

evening, or an Exhibition/Craft Fayre, but we hope to do so in 2021?  We are planning for a 

Treasure Hunt on 1st August, and a Quiz evening in October. 

As always, my thanks go to members for continuing to support our programme, and especially 

my thanks to the Committee for their regular help 

Ian Draper, Chairman, October 2021 


