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ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT 

Each year the Parish Council has an Environmental Enhancement programme for the 

village that includes the provision and upkeep of the dog litter bins, the planting up of 

the flower boxes at the entrances to the village, the planting of bulbs, the maintenance 

of the Jubilee Flower Bed and the Village Litterpicks that take place at least once a 

year.  

During 2020 we were unable to meet in groups which meant that the Litterpick 

scheduled for last year was cancelled. We were all encouraged to go out walking and 

some residents of the village decided that they would use their walks as an 

opportunity to pick up litter on the verges around the village. The Parish Council 

would like to thank them for the way they helped to keep the village looking spick 

and span during such a difficult time. Then, as restrictions relaxed slightly in April 

this year, we managed to organise a very successful Litterpick week when more than 

20 residents took part in small groups or family bubbles. Again, the Parish Council 

would like to thank all those who took part. 

Dog fouling seems be an ever present problem here, as indeed it does in all villages. 

Most dog owners are responsible and clean up after their pets and the Parish Council 

thanks them for the care and responsibility they take. However, a small minority 

continue to fail to do so, and we appeal to those people again to please use the dog 

litter bins provided by the Parish Council near all three entrances to the village, at the 

entrance to the Sports and Social Club and at the Pocket Park. It is now also possible 

to put dog litter in the ordinary litter bins located all around the village, so there is 

really no excuse!! And there is certainly no excuse for putting it in other peoples’ bins 

or in the salt bins and the Covid waste bin outside the village hall! 

 As a result of the pandemic, the 2020 Northamptonshire Village of the Year 

Competition was cancelled. We had hoped that it would happen in 2021, but that now 

seems unlikely. However, if it does eventually happen, we will most certainly take 

part. 

We also managed to plant up the flower boxes at the entrances to the village. 

Unfortunately, some of the plants went missing from the box on Biddlesden Road, 

and the box on Wappenham Road lost all of its plants! We very much hope that this 

will not happen again when we soon plant them up for the Summer. 

As the start of the Pocket Park Renovation Project, some members of the Parish 

Council also managed to meet in a group of 6 last year to clear the vegetation from 

the bridge that crosses the River Great Ouse at Kingshill. This bridge, known as 

Fillingford Bridge was once part of the A43 and proved to be a rather attractive 

feature once it had been cleared. 

The new Jubilee Tree planted in 2012 as part of the Jubilee Celebrations continues to 

to look very healthy and it has most certainly grown during the year. We thank Robert 

and Joan Whitehead for so kindly looking after it. We also thank our contractor, 

Michael Dempsey, for the grass cutting around the village. Compared with many 

other villages Syresham has a lot of grass that the Parish Council takes responsibility 

for and the cost of cutting it takes up large chunk of our annual budget. However, at 

the same time it does serve to enhance the rural aspect of our village and to make 

Syresham look more attractive for ourselves and to visitors. 

 

Cllr C Munsey 


