
Syresham Parish Council, October 2015 
 

NCALC AGM, Towcester Forum, Saturday 17th October 

Report to October PC Meeting.  The PC had nominated Adam Jeskins as voting representative and Ian Draper and 

Chis Munsey as non-voting representatives.  Adam was not at the meeting so no votes were cast for Syresham. 

The meeting was chaired by NCALC President, Dr Paul Blantern (Chief Executive of NCC).  Elections of President, 

Chair and Vice Presidents took place and it was agreed to discontinue the role of Honorary Treasurer.  Auditors were 

appointed and Board of Directors were elected. There remain one vacancy and anyone wishing to find out more 

about the role is welcome to contact NCALC. 

Dr Blantern gave a brief address outlining how NCC was changing to accommodate current needs, reductions in 

public funding and yet an expanding demand for Adult and Children care services.  A new style service will be 

established with reduced staffing and more commercially orientated service sectors providing the facilities required 

for a modern county council.  He mentioned the creation of a market place for all goods and services called BREEZE-

E, of which NCALC are 50% shareholders.  It was noted that in the past NCC had not seen fit to amass capital assets 

unlike other nearby counties such as Bucks, Oxon and Warwicks., etc.  This county is therefore at a disadvantage and 

yet has an acclaimed reputation for delivering quality service.  OfSTED is due to visit soon and assess those service 

areas for which they have responsibility to inspect and report. 

The business of the previous AGM in 2014 was approved, the Annual Report was tabled and accepted and annual 

subscriptions were agreed for the next year.  Two motions for debate were proposed:- 

1. From Yardley Hastings PC a motion calling for revisions of relevant legislation to make it a legal obligation for 

utilities to consult with local councils (PC) about intended roadworks that might have severe disruption 

effects on the communities. After some rather repetitive discussion the motion was passed 

2. From Raunds Town Council a motion calling for a change to Planning regulations to remove the non-

requirement for planning applications where business premises of less than150m2 were changed from 

commercial use to residential.  In the case of Raunds if this practice was allowed to continue then more than 

50% of the shopping facility in High Street would be lost.  After much discussion the motion was agreed. 

After a short refreshment and comfort break the meeting reconvened to listen to James Kingston of the Department 

for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) make a presentation entitled “The Best Councils”; his theme was 

largely about how local Councils could engage with communities by finding ways to provide local neighbourhood 

services, benefit from economies of scale and cost and make use of specialist expertise. He also mentioned the need 

to innovate more quickly and shape things to our own ends; if something is not working you should stop it quickly. 

Local knowledge should be used to ascertain where needs are e.g. the support of vulnerable and elderly residents. 

He talked about consulting local people and sharing services at neighbourhood level. He talked about ‘Our Place’ and 

‘My Community’ – (www.mycommunity.org.uk) websites as sources of expertise and information.  He also 

mentioned ‘Crowd Funding’, and suggested that the use of these support programmes would make our own 

community more efficient. 

It is anticipated that slides and notes from presentations and on the web addresses will be circulated. 

Under the closing AOB session Ian requested indication from NCALC as to when we might expect to receive advice 

and draft documents on Pension Policy related to the requirement to establish pensions for PC employed staff.  

Danny Moody said there was national guidance on its way out.   

ID/CM 

http://www.mycommunity.org.uk/

