
Syresham Parish Council 
Chairman: Mrs Dorothy Dunkley, 31 Wappenham Road, Syresham, Northants, NN13 5HQ 

Telephone: 01280 850626   

 Parish Clerk 

Mrs Samantha Hosking 

2 The Terrace, Biddlesden 

Brackley, NN13 5TR 

Tel: 01280 851178 

email: parishclerk@syresham.com 

MINUTES 
 

Meeting of Syresham Parish Council held on Wednesday 25th July 2018, at 7.30pm 
 

Present: 

Cllr D Dunkley (Chairman of the Council)  Cllr I Draper (Vice Chairman) 

Cllr C Munsey     Cllr H MacIver 

Cllr J Haycock     Cllr M Williams 

Mrs S Hosking (Clerk to the Council) 
 

PCSO Graham Suppiah    3 Members of the public present 

District Councillor Paul Wiltshire 
   

1. Receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies received from Cllr D Green, holiday and Cllr D Cranwell, work commitments 

RESOLVED: That Cllr Green’s and Cllr Cranwell’s absences be approved.  

Proposed………… Cllr C Munsey   Seconded………… Cllr I Draper 
 

2. PCSO Graham Suppiah from the South Northants Brackley local policing team - advice on parking issues. 

As parking has been decriminalised the Police can only issue tickets in very few circumstances, e.g. when a 

vehicle is completely blocking a footpath a ticket can be issued and the removal of the vehicle arranged. 

Blocking driveways is not an offence. Drivers must allow egress from a driveway but do not have to leave a 

driveway clear for access onto the drive. Police work with schools to educate parents. The PCSO is looking to 

work with Syresham and send out a letter to parents. The Police will intervene if the parking situation poses a 

danger to children. However, officers do not have the resources to visit the location at drop-off and pick up 

times. Police cannot do anything about parking on an unadopted road. However, in the case of the junction of 

Blenheim Place /Abbey Road where the parking is causing a danger to vehicles egressing from Blenheim 

Place the Police would talk to the owners of the vehicles. The PCSO would encourage residents to report 

vehicles parking in dangerous locations by taking a note of the registration number and contacting the police 

using the 101 number or Northants Police website. 

Cllr Williams mentioned that Broad Street parking is an issue for the farm vehicles and lorries driving through 

Syresham, as it forces the large vehicles up onto the kerb to get through. It was recognised that there was 

nothing that could be done about this. 

Members of the public also informed the PCSO of drifters on the A43/B4525 junction roundabout. 

 

3. District Councillor Paul Wiltshire - discussion on Syresham’s key issues. 

The Parish Council are concerned about the Northamptonshire local government reform. 

Cllr Wiltshire reported that there was a feeling in the SNC district that the decision had already been made at 

national government level before the consultation was drawn up. The government will not write off debts, so 

tax payers in the county will have to pay off the debt. There are discussions about setting up a residuary body 

to manage the debt and for a levy off future council tax bills to clear the debt. 

There appears to be a lot of opposition to the West Northants Unitary Authority (UA) consisting of Daventry, 

SNC and Northampton Borough. An alternative suggestion would be to incorporate Daventry, SNC and 
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Wellingborough in a UA, with a population of 260,000 it would be close to the correct size for a UA as 

suggested by the government (300,000). Northants Borough would prefer to operate on its own. 
 

Cllr Wiltshire has recently been reviewing the SNC Planning Policy which must now be revised due to new 

European legislation, so the date for public consultation will be delayed. However, the Cllr noted that the 

Pocket Park has now been included in the plan as a Green Space. In the new plan, Syresham along with other 

villages is protected from random large developments, so the village will not see 1000’s of new houses on the 

doorstep. 
 

The Parish Council is also concerned about the lack of buses serving Syresham. Cllr Wiltshire replied that 

buses are a commercial concern and councils cannot force the companies to run a service. 
 

A member of the public asked, will there be SLA agreements in place in new Northamptonshire local 

government structure to ensure all services are provided? Cllr Wiltshire replied: The council is obliged by law 

to provide certain services as well as some other essential services. However, for example the law says the 

council must provide a library, but this could be taken to mean just one library. They must provide highways, 

education and social care services. Social care is by far the most costly service. NCC spend 70% of the social 

care budget on 4% of the population. 
 

Cllr Draper would like to thank Cllr Wiltshire on behalf of Syresham Parish Council for coming along to the 

meeting, providing information and for the article he has provided for the Syresham Times. 

 

4. Receive and approve for signature the minutes of previous Parish Council meetings held on 27th June and 9th 

July. 

Amendment to Item 27 - Mr & Mrs Braybrook, should be amended to Mr & Mrs Brackpool. 

RESOLVED: That after the above amendment has been carried out the minutes for the Parish Council 

meeting held on 27th June be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting. 

 Proposed…………Cllr  C Munsey   Seconded………… Cllr I Draper  

 

RESOLVED: That the minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 9th July be signed by the Chairman as 

a true record of the meeting. 

 Proposed…………Cllr H MacIver   Seconded………… Cllr I Draper 
 

5. Clarification regarding certain points in the Code of Conduct. The clerk had sought clarification from the 

SNC monitoring Officer and from NCALC relating to declarations of interest and non-statutory interests. 
 

6. To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda. 

Cllr D Dunkley   Chapel payment   Cllr M Williams    Chapel payment 

Cllr C Munsey   King’s Head pub matters 
 

7. Public Participation session. 

Question: Has the situation with the bench been resolved, has the landowner been asked to pay for the bench, 

is he going to be allowed to get away with not paying for the damage? 

PC Response: The landowner was contacted and asked to pay for a new bench, but the Parish Council had no 

response. It was decided at a previous meeting to provide a new bench using the village of the year prize 

money and that the replacement bench may be relocated. 
 

Question: Has a letter been written to Northants Highways concerning the trees on High St/Main Rd? 

PC Response: this matter is an item on the agenda for this meeting. 
 

Comment: Lavender on Broad Street, is causing pedestrians with buggies difficulties. 

PC Response: this matter is an item on the agenda for this meeting. 
 

Comment: The BT manhole cover on the corner of High Street and Main Road has been damaged. 

PC Response: This matter has been noted. 
 



8. Comment on planning application: 

S/2018/1531/FUL   Proposal: Change of use of land from agriculture to equestrian. New stable building 

and manège. Location: Verandah Cottage, Road to Pimlico, Pimlico, NN13 5TN. Comments by 30 July.  

RESOLVED: That Syresham Parish Council have no objections and no comments. 

Proposed…………Cllr J Haycock  Seconded………… Cllr C Munsey 

 

9. Matters arising. 

a) Pathfinder III - Clerk is in process of completing application forms. Confirmed by Cllrs that main 

flooding issues are still flash flooding Wappenham Rd/Broad St and standing water at junction of High 

St/Main Rd and outside school. 

b) Buses - email from Stagecoach, discussion with NCALC and letter from Andrea Leadsom. 

Stagecoach have confirmed they are unable to increase frequency of current service. Andrea Leadsom has 

asked Parish Councils to consider assisting isolated residents in getting to local centres by setting up a 

volunteer driving scheme or by supporting a shared taxi service or organise a subsidised minibus service. 

SNCVB minibus hire is not an option however Ability Northants is currently looking into creating a new 

Community Transport scheme. 

Action: Clerk will complete Ability Northants questionnaire. 

c) Air traffic complaint - Responses received from Turweston Airfield and Cllr Fealey, Chairperson of 

Turweston Airfield Consultative Committee. The airfield confirmed that the gyrocopter school will be 

ceasing operations by the end of the summer. The Aerodrome manager is monitoring flights to ensure 

aircraft don’t fly directly over Syresham. 

Action: Clerk to forward responses to residents who have made complaints. 

d) Complaint regarding the tree in The Pound - response received from Grand Union Housing Group, who 

have confirmed the tree is on their land. Their grounds maintenance team have been out to look at the tree 

and discovered it has been intentionally damaged. As this is a criminal offence Grand Union will report 

the damage to the housing officer and the police. 

e) Trees High Street/Main Road - response received from Northants CC. The highways department have 

cited proven legal assumption that the trees of concern form the original property boundary. They have 

also confirmed that last year all trees within the parish (including those on private land) were surveyed by 

Highways. The survey did not identify any trees in this location as being of concern. 

RESOLVED: That the clerk requests details of the tree survey and a copy of the report. 

Proposed…………Cllr I Draper  Seconded………… Cllr J Haycock 

f) Footpath and tree wardens - The new footpath wardens, Mr and Mrs Brackpool have accepted the 

position. The proposed tree warden has still yet to confirm acceptance of the position. 

g) Streetlighting quotes - The clerk has asked Eon and Cardinal energy to send quotes for the August 

Parish Council meeting. 
 

10. i) Approval of accounts for payment: 

Payee Amount VAT 
Cheque 
number Power 

Clerks Salary (June) inc. office costs £616.76 £0 101433 LGA 1972 s112 (1) 

RoSPA Playsafety Annual Swingfield Inspection £120.60 £20.10 101434 Open Spaces Act 1906 s10 

Petty Cash £70.00 £0 101435 LGA1972 s111 (1) 

SNAST Neighbourhood Watch subscription £20.00 £0 101436 LG and Rating Act 1997 s31 

Annual payment to the Chapel, defibrillator 
electricity £20.00 £0 101437 Public Health Act 1936, S234 

                   Eon Direct Debit 1/4/2018-30/6/2018: £412.98 

 Total Spend: £1,260.34 

RESOLVED: That the above accounts be paid. 



 Proposed………… Cllr C Munsey  Seconded…………Cllr I Draper 
 

ii) Bank Balances for approval.  

Community Account: £6,076.01 

  Business Account: £16,018.35 

  Total:   £22,094.36 
 

RESOLVED: That the above accounts are accepted as a true record. 

Proposed…………Cllr I Draper  Seconded…………Cllr J Haycock 
 

iii) ICC Check - Cllr Green 

Cllr Green carried out the quarterly financial check and had no issues to report. All Councillors were given 

the year to date spend information at the meeting. All areas are on track except for streetlight maintenance, 

due to the unforeseen need to replace a streetlight. 

RESOLVED: That Cllr Green’s findings are accepted. 

Proposed…………Cllr I Draper  Seconded…………Cllr J Haycock 
 

11. Correspondence 

a) BT contract, email from previous clerk. The previous clerk’s name still appears on BT correspondence 

and she has insisted that her name is removed. BT have said they cannot change the name as the contract 

was set up in her name. To remove the name the council would need to terminate the contract and start a 

new contract at a cost of approx. £300. 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk will send a copy of the contract to Cllr MacIver for scrutiny. 

b) HS2 Funds - once costs for streetlights are agreed, the Parish Council will apply for HS2 grant for the 

replacement lights. 

c) Call from resident regarding speeding tractors in Abbey Road. Police advised that if residents see 

speeding vehicles in the village that they should if possible note the registration number of the vehicle and 

call 101 immediately to report it. 

d) Email from Chairman of the Save the King’s Head Steering group to ask if the Parish Council would 

object to Cllr Cranwell being the Steering group’s representative on the council. 

RESOLVED: Following advice from NCALC the Parish Council object to Cllr Cranwell being a 

steering group representative on the council. The Council would advise that an alternative steering 

group representative (not a Councillor) be appointed to make representation to the whole Parish 

Council via the clerk. The clerk will also provide clarification regarding details of the section 137 

grant to Mr Town. 

 Proposed………… Cllr J Haycock  Seconded…………Cllr M Williams 
 

e) Email from Cllr Cranwell. 

RESOLVED: That the Parish Council will abide by advice from the SNC monitoring officer, as 

mentioned in item 5 of this meeting. 

 Proposed………… Cllr J Haycock  Seconded…………Cllr M Williams 

 
 

f) Call from resident regarding vegetation in stream at bottom of Bell Lane. 

 RESOLVED: That no action will be taken to reduce vegetation, due to ecological considerations and 

due to cost. Vegetation will recede in autumn. 

  Unanimous decision. 
 

Standing Orders Suspended 8.55pm 
 



12. Approve revision to Records Retention Policy. 

  RESOLVED: That the revised Records Retention Policy be approved. 

Proposed………… Cllr I Draper  Seconded…………Cllr C Munsey 
 

13. Lavender in Broad Street - obstructing the footpath. 

RESOLVED: The Parish Council will write to the landowner to ask that the Lavender bushes be cut 

back harder this autumn once the Lavender has finished flowering. 

Proposed………… Cllr C Munsey  Seconded…………Cllr J Haycock 
 

14. Grass cutting bottom of Bell Lane. 

RESOLVED: The Clerk will obtain a quote from the grass cutting contractor to include this section 

in the monthly grass cutting currently taking place. 

Proposed………… Cllr I Draper  Seconded…………Cllr C Munsey 
 

15. ROSPA Swingfield inspection report. Report highlighted that the timber equipment could need replacing in 3 

years. Also, strimmer damage will cause rot to accelerate. Uneven ground was also an issue. 

RESOLVED: That the RoSPA report be noted. That the Parish Council will need to start budgeting 

for replacing the equipment in the 2019/2020 budget. That the Clerk will contact the grasscutter and 

request they are careful not to cut into the timber when strimming, and the Clerk will arrange for the 

ground to be rolled when the ground is softer. 

Proposed………… Cllr C Munsey   Seconded…………Cllr H MacIver 
 

16. Swingfield report - Cllr Dunkley. Items to report: Bare patches of grass will need reseeding, runoff channel is 

blocked with debris and needs raking, sign and tables are dirty, weeds near ditch at back of the Swingfield. 

  RESOLVED: Councillors to please clean and rake. Weeds in ditch need to be addressed. 
 

17. Collapsing drains outside Post Office. 

  RESOLVED: Clerk will report on Street Doctor. 

Proposed………… Cllr M Williams  Seconded…………Cllr J Haycock 
 

18. Pothole repairs. 

RESOLVED: Clerk will continue to report on Street Doctor. The Parish Council recommends that 

all residents also report on Street Doctor. 

Proposed………… Cllr M Williams  Seconded…………Cllr J Haycock 
 

19. Junction Broad Street/High Street - vehicles not stopping. 

  RESOLVED: Clerk will report on Street Doctor that the lines need to be repainted. 

Proposed………… Cllr H MacIver  Seconded…………Cllr J Haycock 
 

20. Community problem reporting. There is extensive information on the website but not on noticeboard. 

RESOLVED: The Clerk will include contact details for reporting Parish problems on the 

noticeboard. 
 

21. CPRE AGM report - Cllr Draper. 

  RESOLVED: That Cllr Draper’s report is noted. 
 

22. Thank you letter to Mr Braybrook. 

  RESOLVED: The Clerk will send a thank you card to Mr Braybrook 

   Proposed………… Cllr J Haycock  Seconded…………Cllr C Munsey 
 



23. Entrance to High Street development building site. Footpaths are being unnecessarily damaged due to lorries 

having to mount the kerb to reverse into the site. JCB has damaged the BT manhole cover on High St. 

  RESOLVED: That the Clerk contacts Francis Jackson Homes about this matter. 

Proposed………… Cllr M Williams  Seconded…………Cllr I Draper 
 

24. Damage to kerb stones outside new development on High Street. Granite sets are being damaged, they should 

not be ripped out and replaced with modern kerb stones. 

  RESOLVED: That the Clerk contacts Francis Jackson Homes about this matter. 

Proposed………… Cllr M Williams  Seconded…………Cllr I Draper 
 

25. Signs on Banbury Road junction, reflective nature should be replaced. 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk will re-report on Street Doctor and request new reflective tape. 

Proposed………… Cllr M Williams  Seconded…………Cllr J Haycock 
 

26. Raise awareness in community of Section 137 grants. 

  RESOLVED: That parish residents are made aware of Section 137 grants in the Syresham Times. 

Proposed………… Cllr I Draper   Seconded…………Cllr C Munsey 
 

27. NALC AGM cost. In a previous meeting approval was given for Councillors to attend this AGM, since then 

cost has been confirmed at £195 per delegate.  

  RESOLVED: No councillors will attend the AGM. 

Unanimous decision. 
 

28. Silverstone Grand Prix traffic through Syresham. It was noted that there was a significant increase in traffic 

through Syresham during the Silverstone Grand Prix. Several articulated lorries and double decker buses as 

well as cars tried to get through the village. It was reported there were few diversion signs after Green’s 

Norton roundabout on A43 directing traffic through an alternative route. 

  RESOLVED: Cllr Draper will raise this issue with Silverstone. 

Unanimous decision. 
 

29. Silverstone Circuit Meeting report - Cllr Draper. 

  RESOLVED: That Cllr Draper’s report be noted. 
 

30. Items for inclusion in next week’s Agenda - None offered. 
 

31. Date of next meeting Wednesday 29th August. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.30pm 

 

 
S Hosking, 

Syresham Parish Clerk 

 

 

Copies of all council papers are available to download at www.syreshamvillage.com  


