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MINUTES 
 

Syresham Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 29th November 2017, at 7.30pm 
 

Present: 

Cllr D Dunkley (Chairman of the Council) Cllr J Atherton  

Cllr I Draper (Vice Chairman of the Council) Cllr D Green 

Cllr C Munsey     Cllr R Dixon  

Cllr P Town     Mrs S Hosking (Clerk to the Council) 
 

1.  Receive and approve apologies for absence –  

Cllr J Haycock, attending another meeting where she is Secretary. 

Cllr A Jeskins, work commitments. 
 

RESOLVED: That Cllr J Haycock’s and Cllr A Jeskins’ absences be approved. 

Proposed………… Cllr I Draper  Seconded………… Cllr D Green 
 

2. Defibrillator discussion – A representative of East Midlands Ambulance Service, Ms Mandy Lowe, 

attended to answer questions and offer advice on installing a defibrillator in Syresham. 

The new housing development does not change the best location for the defibrillator: between the 

top of Bell Lane and top of Broad Street. Ideally the defibrillator has 500m operating radius, 

allowing treatment target time of 6-10 minutes. The operating radius be extended slightly on 

request so whole village can be covered. It is possible to obtain a thermal jacket for the unit 

instead of needing electricity connection, but latter is preferred. Suitable locations are Post Office, 

Chapel or Sunday School. An external light to aid use of key pad in the dark should also be 

installed. A frequent check of the unit needs to be scheduled to ensure unit is there and is in good 

working order. Replacement pads cost £75 for one, £95 for two. The pads come with a trickle 

charge which would charge the unit. There is no need with this unit to buy a new battery every 2-

3 years. The cost of the unit is £999 and includes 2-hour training for villagers, no limit on 

numbers. The cabinet costs extra. The installation is at the Parish Council’s expense. Cllr D 

Green, a qualified electrician, has volunteered to install the defibrillator. 

RESOLVED: That Cllr Dunkley approach the Sunday School Committee for permission to 

install the defibrillator on the front wall of the building to the left of the door. 

Proposed………… Cllr D Green  Seconded………… Cllr C Munsey 
 

3. Receive and approve for signature the minutes of previous meeting held on 25th October 2017. 

RESOLVED: That the minutes be signed by the vice-chairman as a true record of the 

meeting with one amendment to item 6a as requested by Cllr J Atherton: At the meeting on 

the 25th October Cllr P Town also offered explanation of more extensive flooding caused by 
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the bridge in Wappenham Road and offered his services to the council as an expert in this 

field. 

Proposed…………Cllr C Munsey   Seconded…………Cllr D Green 
 

4. To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the 

agenda. (Members should disclose any interests in the business to be discussed and are reminded that the disclosure 

of a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the 

transaction of that item of business.) 

The Councillors listed declared interest in the following business on the agenda: 

Cllr D Green – Village Hall and Pocket Park 

Cllr I Draper – Village Hall and item 6, Planning relating to 5 Bell Lane 

Cllr D Dunkley – Village Hall and Pocket Park 

Cllr C Munsey – Village Hall 
  

5. Public Participation session. (Members of the public are invited to address the council. The session will last for a 

maximum of 15 minutes with any individual contribution lasting a maximum of 3 minutes. Members of the public 

should address their representation through the chairman of the meeting. 

No members of the public were present. 
 

6. Comment on planning applications: 

S/2017/2680/FUL Proposal Side extension with garage conversion. Stonehaven 5 Bell Lane 

Syresham NN13 5HP. Comments deadline 30/11/17. 

Cllr I Draper declared an interest and did not take part in discussions. 
 

RESOLVED: Syresham Parish Council have no objection in principle. However, as per 

comments submitted by Syresham Parish Council relating to the previous planning application for 

this address, the Parish Council would like clarification on what type of windows and doors 

are to be used in the conversion and extension. 
 

Proposed…………Cllr C Munsey   Seconded…………Cllr R Dixon 
 

Action: Clerk to add comments to SNC planning register by 30th November 2017. 
 

S/2017/2672/LDE Proposal Lawful Development Certificate for the existing use of four units for 

general industrial use (B2) and the use of the stable block as offices. Fridays Barn Staplegate Farm 

Welsh Lane Syresham NN13 5TW. Comments deadline 1/12/17. 
 

RESOLVED: Syresham Parish Council have no objection in principle. However, further 

clarification is required. The application is unclear as to whether it covers existing use of office 

space in the stable block, as well as existing industrial use. If there will be increased numbers of 

vehicles entering the site, consideration needs to be made to road safety as the entrance to the site 

is close to a bend on a busy road. 
 

Proposed…………Cllr P Town   Seconded…………Cllr I Draper 
 

Action: Clerk to add comments to SNC planning register by 1st December 2017. 
 

S/2017/2222/MAF - Notification of opportunity to attend Planning Committee. 

Proposal Change of use of land to stationing of 12 static caravans (retrospective). Kingshill Farm, 

Kingshill, Syresham NN13 5TH. This application will be considered by the Planning Committee 

which starts at 2.15pm on 30 November 2017 when any representations already made will be taken 

into consideration. 



RESOLVED: Syresham Parish Council did not feel any further action was necessary, as 

comments from the council have already been received by SNC Planning Department. 
 

7. Francis Jackson Homes revised street lighting drawings were reviewed. 

RESOLVED: Syresham Parish Council find the positioning of the additional street light adjacent 

to the new Village Hall footpath, as indicated in the revised drawings, to be acceptable. 

Proposed…………Cllr R Dixon   Seconded…………Cllr I Draper 

Action: Clerk to send comments to Francis Jackson Homes’ Consulting Engineers. 
 

8. Matters arising – updates, information only. 

a) Streetlighting Survey – update Cllr Dixon. 

Cllr Dixon handed to the Clerk his findings based on reports by Richard Bream (Contracts 

Manager) of Eon and from the Parish Clerk relating to the Eon Survey held in the village on 6th 

November. Cllr Dixon reported that he and Cllr Atherton had had a meeting with people who 

have knowledge of lighting. The Street Light Surveys have been posted around the Parish. Cllr P 

Town gave Cllr R Dixon a list of homes that appear to have been missed. Collection of the 

surveys is underway. 
 

It was proposed that instead of discussing streetlighting in the next ordinary Parish Council 

meeting, a separate Street Light meeting be held in late January for Councillors to discuss in full 

the collated surveys, reports, technical findings and economic case for changing street lights. 
 

Cllr J Atherton offered his immediate resignation from Syresham Parish Council at 8.25pm. 
 

It was noted, at the request of Cllr P Town, that Syresham Parish Council has lost an able member 

of the Council. 
 

Cllr R Dixon left the meeting at 8.27pm. 
 

b) Painting of benches/railings – update Cllr Dunkley. 

The decorator has completed the painting of the benches except the War Memorial bench and the 

Jubilee tree railings. Poor weather conditions have meant he will finish the work in the Spring. 

Payment will be delayed until the work is completed.  
 

9. i) Approval of accounts for payment: 

Payee Amount VAT 
Cheque 
number Power 

Clerks Salary (Oct) + office costs £599.60 £0 101370 LGA 1972 s112 (2) 
Clerks reimbursement - Streetlight 
Survey printing £58.99 £9.83 101371 Parish Councils Act 1957 s3 

Heyford Moles removal of moles in 
Swingfield £90 £0 101372 Public Health Act 1875 s164 
D Green reimbursement Abbey 
Road Bench wood and fittings £75.19 £0 101373 Parish Councils Act 1957 s1 

A Jeskins Village Hall Project 
Management Oct £540 £90 101374 LGA 1972, s133 

A Jeskins Village Hall Project 
Management Nov £540 £90 101375 LGA 1972, s133 

Total Signs Village of the Year £165.60 £27.60 101376 LGA 1972 s144 

Contribution to Flood Prevention £250 £0 101377 Public Health Act 1936 s 260 
Flower boxes, C Munsey 
reimbursement £22.45 £0 101378 Open Spaces Act 1906 s10 

 



 Total Spend:   £2,543.83 
 

RESOLVED: That the above accounts be paid. 

Proposed………… Cllr C Munsey  Seconded…………Cllr I Draper 
 

ii) Bank Balances for approval. 

  Community Account:  £6,320.38 

  Premium Account:  £22,344.42 
 

RESOLVED: That the above accounts are accepted as a true record. 

Proposed…………Cllr D Green  Seconded…………Cllr I Draper 
 

10. Correspondence 

a) NCC Libraries Consultation and Budget Consultation. 

Councillors received a detailed report on options for cuts or changes to library services. 

RESOLVED: Councillor’s comments will be deferred to next meeting. 
 

b) Trading Standards Budget Consultation. 

RESOLVED: The Parish Council objects to the Trading Standards Budget Cuts, as 

Trading Standards have a legal obligation to protect the general public. 

Proposed………… Cllr I Draper  Seconded………… Cllr C Munsey 

Action: Clerk to reply to consultation. 
 

c) Swan Practice relocation application invitation to make written representations. 

   RESOLVED: That the Parish Council have no comments. 
 

d) NHS Nene Clinical Commissioning Group would like help to identify ways to extend 

their communication with our local community.  

   RESOLVED: That the group are invited to the coffee shop. 

   Proposed………… Cllr C Munsey  Seconded………… Cllr D Dunkley 

Action: Clerk to contact group. 
 

e) Cardinal Energy request to negotiate on behalf of Parish Council for more competitive 

energy tariff. 

RESOLVED: That there is no action to take at this time. 
 

f) Antisocial behavior and noise in The Pound. 

RESOLVED: The Parish Council would only be able to advise contact with the 

relevant authorities that have already been contacted and who are taking action. 
 

11. Review of Clerk’s contract after probationary period. 

  The Clerk left the room. 

RESOLVED: Syresham Parish Council agree that the Clerk’s probationary period has been 

satisfactorily completed and Mrs S Hosking should be permanently appointed Parish Clerk. 

Proposed…………Cllr D Green  Seconded…………Cllr P Town 
 

  The Clerk was called back into the room. 

  The Clerk accepted. 

 

12. Pathfinder I – further work and future maintenance plans – report from Clerk. 



Highways have now installed a concrete lip under the Swingfield fence and the swale has been 

compacted to rectify surface water problems in Wappenham Road. It will now be the responsibility 

of the Parish Council to ensure the drainage ditch to the rear of the Swingfield is kept clear of 

vegetation and the swale is clear of debris. An amount needs to be added to the budget to cover costs 

for this. 

Cllr P Town added that the measures have not been tested and there is potential for flooding to re-

occur in a flash flood event. 

RESOLVED: Budget amount for clearing ditch on regular basis can be discussed in F&GP 

meeting. Further flooding issues can be raised with Pathfinder II project when they visit the 

Parish Council in January. 
 

13. Clerks’ Forum – report from Clerk. 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk’s report be noted. 
 

14. Social Media Committee Meeting – report from Cllr Dunkley/Clerk. 

The Social Media Committee recommend that the Parish Council trial a Facebook page for 6 

months to see if this was effective. 

Motion deferred to next meeting. 
 

15. Receive Swingfield report - Cllrs Green and Munsey. 

No major issues to report. Consideration needs to be given in future to the removal of the large 

self-seeded sycamore tree. Clerk is collecting quotes for lopping lower branches of Cherry trees. 

RESOLVED: That the report be noted. 
 

16. Review of new bus timetables and public transport isolation of Syresham. 

New bus routes and time tables still do not adequately serve Syresham. 

RESOLVED: That the Parish Council will write to the bus company, County Councillor, 

District Councillor and MP to complain and insist on a more frequent service. 

Proposed…………Cllr D Green  Seconded…………Cllr C Munsey 
 

17. Abbey Road bench repairs – progress. 

The Abbey Road bench has been repaired. The Parish Council conveyed their thanks to Cllr Atherton 

for his work, the bench looks very good. The Clerk will send Cllr Atherton a letter of thanks. 
 

18. Code of Conduct – following whole Council NCALC Code of Conduct training, Clerk will contact 

SNC to enquire when their Code of Conduct is likely to be updated. 
 

19. Complaints re grass cutting in Cemetery – progress report from Cllr Dunkley. 

The grass cutting contract does ask for grass to be collected. The grass cutting contractor has been 

contacted and on his last cut he has picked up the grass again. This will be monitored. 
 

20. Approval of NCALC General Data Protection Training. 

Extensive changes to General Data Protection laws in 2018 will require Cllrs/Clerk to be trained. 

Currently NCALC Training courses are fully booked, except one new date to be held in Raunds.  

  RESOLVED: Clerk to contact NCALC to see if any courses closer. 
 

21. Review of Lavender in Broad Street obscuring pavement. 

 Lavender still substantially encroaches over pavement. 

  RESOLVED: Clerk will write to remind resident to prune the Lavender back extensively. 

 



22. Pocket Park – approval to release budgeted Pocket Park funds of £140 to the Pocket Park 

Management Committee. 

RESOLVED: Release of above funds is approved. 

Proposed………… Cllr C Munsey  Seconded…………Cllr I Draper 
 

23. Process and Timetable for developing and agreeing 2018-2019 Budget – Cllr Atherton. 

Cllr Atherton not present to offer suggestions on this item. 
 

24. Silverstone Liaison Meeting report – Cllr Draper. 

  RESOLVED: That Cllr Draper’s report be noted. 
 

25. Highcross Junction – Cllr Haycock. 

Bollards at junction can no longer be seen in the dark, they either need cleaning or the reflective 

strips need to be replaced. 

RESOLVED: Clerk will report bollards to Street Doctor. 
 

26. Reposition village noticeboard lower. 

RESOLVED: That the noticeboard be lowered so public can view notices more easily and to 

allow Clerk to reach to put up notices. 

Action: Cllr Green has volunteered to lower the noticeboard. 
 

27. Village Hall Update report – INFORMATION ONLY – Cllrs Dunkley & Munsey 

All works progressing at fast pace. The Village Hall Committee have now received a proportion of 

the SNC grant. 
 

28. Items for inclusion in next month’s Agenda. 

 No items requested. 

 

29. Date of next Parish Council meeting is Wednesday 20th December 2017, and following this a private 

and confidential F&GP meeting to discuss 2018-19 budget and precept to be approved at January 

meeting. 

        

 

  
S Hosking (Syresham Parish Clerk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies of all council papers are available to download at www.syreshamvillage.com 


